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Lawrence, the youngest of them, was the most daring and original
and profoundly influenced them all. A subaltern on the staff,
without a Sam Browne belt, and always wearing slacks, scorching
about between Cairo and Bulaq on a Triumph motor-cycle, he
was an offence to the eyes of his senior officers.
But he was planning a strategy in the Middle East which was to
liberate Syria from the Turks and involve England in violent
friction with her chief ally, France. Indeed his letters putting
forward his plan for seizing Alexandretta and making it an
English naval base might lead one to think that England and
France were on the brink of war! Within three months of his
arrival in Cairo, Lawrence was explaining his plan 'to roll up
Syria by way of the Hedjaz in the name of the Sherif. . . we can
rush right up to Damascus, & biff the French out of all hope of
Syria*.
There was a lack of sense of reality in his attitude to Anglo-
French relations, since he seems to have refused to see that smaller
interests must give way to those which are greater and more
permanent, and that great and permanent interests, as well as
cultural sympathy and similarity, would bind England and
France together long after questions arising out of the war were
over. This misconception of the future relations of England and
France was at first because, like many Englishmen at the time,
Lawrence conceived of Russia as France's closest ally. He was
ignorant of the strength of the Russian revolutionary movement
and did not know that Russia, like the peaceable dinosaurs of the
Jurassic, becomes weaker as it grows larger, but regains its power
as it loses provinces. He assumed that the war would end with
an immensely strengthened Russian Empire, irrevocably in
possession of Constantinople, dominating the Balkan States, and
with the Mediterranean open to her.
With Russia holding the Dardanelles, and France Syria, the
communications of the British Empire would have been at the
mercy of its allies. By the time that the Russian generals, assisted
by Lenin and Trotsky, had shown the emptiness of this dream,
Lawrence was concerned with Arab freedom and with his con-
ception of the British Empire as a voluntary association of Free
States of all sorts of different races. He was anti-French because